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According to Franklyn all three still remain friends. He also 
recalls that David Knight was at St. Mary during that time 
but, “I was his senior”.

At High School Franklyn was an average student. He was 
quiet and got along well with all his teachers. Franklyn did 
not have many friends, according to him, maybe two or three. 
One such was Donovan Thomas who was his best friend 
in school and now resides in England. Another is Andrew 
Timberlake who now resides in Clarendon and operates a 
farm. “Somewhat of a family tradition, his parents operated a 
farm in Guys Hill, St. Mary when we were youngsters”
Academic Pursuits

In High School Franklyn developed a love for the sciences 
and focused on science subjects. “I wanted to be a Mechanical 
Engineer or a Doctor which was due to childhood influences”. 
After leaving High School he attended Montego Bay 
Community College where he studied pre-engineering and 
then returned to St. Mary and began working at the Public 
Works Department Work Shop in Richmond. His Supervisor, 
Mr. Leaford Mc Kenzie saw the young man’s potential and 
encouraged him to practice typing, book keeping skills and 
office procedures. This advice would, in the future, serve 
young Thames well. 

He spent one and a half years at Richmond, from 1991 to 
1993 and was transferred to Kingston as a Data Centre/
Payroll Supervisor and was located at Hagley Park Road. This 
transfer and promotion was due mainly to the quality of his 
work. This lasted for a few years until payroll was transferred 
totally to the Corporate Office. He was then placed in 
mainstream Accounts and the responsibility for payroll was 
still attached to him. During this period he did a short stint 
as a Cashier at the Department of Electrical and Mechanical 
Services (DEMS). 

While carrying out these functions Franklyn attended the 
Management Institute for National Development (MIND) 
where he pursued Government Accounting up to module 
five and continued in accounting.

In 1996/97 he went back to the University of Technology and 
resumed the engineering courses he began at the Montego 
Bay Community College. He started out in Mechanical 
Engineering, and then switched to Electrical and finally 
Computer Technology. Franklyn did not complete the 
degree course in Computer Technology. The stress of daily 
travel between St. Mary and Kingston, job related issues and 
not being accustomed to not succeeding at anything, took its 
toll. He was devastated and so the year prior to his final he 
gave up his studies in Computer Technology.

This was in 1998/1999 and he continued working with the 
PWD. During the two years he was back and forth between 
the Accounts Department and the Mechanical Unit Branch 
where he provided assistance.

THE NWA YEARS
Franklyn Thames joined the National Works Agency in 2001 
as a Fleet Assistant and in 2004 he was reassigned as Fleet 
Supervisor. According to Franklyn, “This entails working 
with a smaller group of persons. We have brought over many 
of the PWD principles; however there has been a paradigm 
shift. The PWD was government oriented, the NWA is 
government/private sector oriented. Hireage of equipment 
for example, equipment repairs, management of fleet, and 
distribution of fleet are similar principles to that of the PWD 
or an adoption of many PWD principles. The difference is 
that, far less resources are available to manage and achieve 
the same goals plus what the Agency has as its own agenda.

FAMILY LIFE
Apart from work his other focus is his daughters, Jhanelle 13 
and Brianna 9. The elder is a second form student at Ardenne 
High School. With some amount of pride and emotion 
he says rather casually, she is more like me, and I can see 
myself in her. The younger attends Gordon Preparatory in 
St. Andrew.

He spends a lot quality time at home just kicking back, 
watching movies or having fun with the kids. Occasionally 
he goes to the beach which he enjoys.

Sitting in a chair in one of the offices at Hagley Park Road, 
Franklyn smiles, it is the smile of a man who knows he will 
continue to make critical decisions about using limited 
resources in the best interest of the Agency.

An animated Franklyn Thames at his desk
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Contributing to National Development
Highlights of Projects Completed by the NWA in 2013

The National Works Agency’s continuous 
efforts to fulfil its mandate of providing a safe, 
reliable and quality main road network, have, 
over the past two years, 2012 and 2013, shown 
notable progress. 

The manifestation of this progress included 
the construction of 14 new bridges across the 
island, over this 2-year period. These structures 
included the Rio Grande Bridge in Portland; 
the Westmoreland Bridge, in St. Mary; 
and the Queensborough, Cassia Park and 
Kintyre Bridges, in St Andrew. The improved 
infrastructure now offers a relief of untenable 
inconveniences for thousands of residents, 
pedestrians and motorists across these parishes, 
significantly improving their safety.  

In the area of road condition improvement, the 
past two years have seen over 250 road sections 
repaired under the Jamaica Development 
Infrastructure Programme (JDIP), across the 
length and breadth of the island. A total of 25 
Retaining Walls were also constructed Island-
wide. In addition, major road improvement 
works were undertaken along the Fern Gully, in 
St. Ann; and the Ferris to Belmont roadway in 
Westmoreland.

Other major projects included: the  
rehabilitation and protection of the Palisadoes 
Peninsula, in St Andrew, as well as significant 
sea defence and drainage/gully improvement 
works  done during this period. Sea defence 
and drainage works included construction of 
the Black River Seawall, in St. Elizabeth; and the 
repairs of several critical sections of the Sandy 
Gully, in St Andrew, as well as within the Capital 
Heights Gully, in St James. These, structures 
now provide much increased protection to 
the life and property of persons living and/or 
traversing these vicinities.

The following table provides a detailed highlight 
of the Agency’s achievements for the years 2012 
and 2013.

BRIDGES

Location/Parish Project Duration; Cost Remarks

1.Kintyre Bridge, St Andrew Commenced: March 2013
Completed:  July 2013
Officially Opened: December 4, 2013
Project Cost: J$100M 

Communities now protected from 
the impacts of the Hope River, 
during adverse weather conditions.

2. Westmoreland Bridge, St Mary Completed 2013
Officially Opened: August 27, 2013
Project Cost: US$13.4M

One of the longest bridges in the 
Island – Spans 180 metres. Also 
done as part of the project, was 
260 metres of approach roads.

3. Eden River Bridge,St Mary &
4. Fontabelle Bridge, St Mary

Completed:  March 2013
Completed:  March 2013
Both Officially Opened: May 31, 2013
Combined Project Cost: J$32M

More reliable infrastructure to en-
able easier and safer travel during 
adverse weather conditions.

5. Stony Bridge,
Smithfield, Westmoreland

Completed: May 2013
Project Cost: J$19M

Main access to 
Savanna-la-mar more reliable.

6. Cassia Park Bridge, St. Andrew Commenced: August 2012
Completed:  December  2013
Project Cost: J$183.7M

Eliminated the old Ford. Travel now 
safer for commuters.

7. Queensborough Bridge,
St Andrew

Commenced: May 2012
Completed:  December 2013
Project Cost: J$154.3M

Eliminated the old Ford. Travel now 
safer for commuters.

8.Dover Castle Bridge,
St Catherine

Completed: 2013
Project Cost: J$23.37M

Safer travel, even during adverse 
weather conditions.

9. The Rio Grande Bridge, Portland Commenced: March 2013
Completed:  July 2013
Official Opened: December 2013
Project Cost: US$28M

Replaced bridge destroyed during 
previous hurricane. Main gateway 
to Port Antonio.

10. Dawkins Pen Bridge, Clarendon
11. Crooked River Bridge, Clarendon
12. Craigmill Bridge, Portland
13.  Robins Bay Bridge, St. Mary
14. Southwood Bridge, Clarendon

Completed: 2013
Project Cost: US$83M
Project Cost: US$40.2M
Project Cost: US$28M
Project Cost: US$34M
Project Cost: US$25M

More reliable infrastructure to en-
able easier and safer travel during 
adverse weather conditions.

ROADS

The Fern Gully, St Ann Commenced: March 2013
Completed:  November 2013
Project Cost: J$680M 

- 1.4 km of rigid Concrete Road 
constructed;
- U-drains constructed along 1.6 
km of the roadway from Fern 
Gully to
Milford Road (rehabilitated)

Bay Farm Road Improvement,
St Andrew

Commenced: 2012
Completed: 2013
Project Cost: J$177.5M

Major Rehabilitation/Drainage 
Improvement undertaken.

Ferris – Belmont,
Westmoreland

Commenced: 2013
Completed: 2013
Project Cost: J$400M

Major Rehabilitation/Drainage 
Improvement undertaken.

• Red Hills – Santa Maria, St Andrew

• Bog Walk – Sligoville, St Catherine

Commenced: 2013
Project Cost: J$212M
Completed: 2013
Project Cost: J$324M

Major rehabilitative work done on 
this corridor to provide alternative 
route to the Bog Walk Gorge.

Brunswick Avenue – Damhead,
St Catherine

Commenced: 2011
Completed: 2013
Project Cost: US$33M

2.5 kilometres of roadway 
rehabilitated in order to accord 
more convenient travel to the 
North Coast.
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River Training at Mount Oakley (Caneside River), 
Portland

Construction of Retaining Wall at Red Hills Road, 
St Andrew

Orange Bay, Portland - Sea Defence

FLOOD MITIGATION- RIVER TRAINING WORKS

Otram, St. Mary Commenced: 2013
Completed: 2013
Project Cost: J$260M

River Training Works - 
facilitating               
flood control, 
thereby protecting life    
and property as well as roads and road
infrustructure.

Rio Cobre:
• Port Henderson Drive;
• Lasco (St. Catherine)

Commenced: 2013
Completed: 2013
Combined Project Cost: 
Project Cost: J$200M

Nightingale Grove,
St Catherine

Commenced: 2013
Completed: 2013
Project Cost: J$20M

• Mount Oakley, St Andrew Commenced: 2013
Completed: 2013
Project Cost: J$28M

Yallahs, St. Thomas Commenced: 2013
Completed: 2013
Project Cost: J$20M

Protective works completed to Piers of 
the Yallahs Bridge.

TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT

Downtown Kingston 
Parade
Harbour Street
Port Royal Street

Commenced: 2013
Completed: 2013
Project Cost: J$30M

Intersection now controlled by 
improved timing, through more 
effective technology, leading to 
greater benefits to road users and the 
economy.

In St Andrew (Corporate Area):-

• Papine (Intersection of Old Hope 
Road and Golding Avenue)

• Wellington Drive/Mona Road

Commenced: 2013
Completed: 2013
Project Cost: J$8.7M

Project Cost: J$6.46M

New signalizations designed 
to improve traffic flows, reduce 
congestion and enhance vehicular and 
pedestrian safety.

• Old Hope Road/Stand Pipe Commenced: 2013
Completed: 2013
Project Cost: J$5.4M

• Lady Musgrave/Seaview  Avenue Commenced: 2013
Completed: 2013
Project Cost: J$6.3M

FLOOD MITIGATION- SEA DEFENCE

Location/Parish Project Duration; Cost Remarks

The Black River Seawall,
St Elizabeth

Commenced: July 2013
Completed:  November 2013
Project Cost: J$31M

70 metres of Random Rubble wall; 
guard rails; sidewalks. Road way now 
secure for pedestrians and commuters.

The Palisadoes Peninsula,
St Andrew

Commenced: 2012
Completed: 2013
Project Cost: US$65M

2.65 kilometres of Rock Revetment 
done along the shoreline of the 
Caribbean Sea side; and a further 3.6 
kilometres along the Harbour-side. 
4.38 kilometres of the roadway was 
widened by a minimum of 8 metres, 
to a maximum of 12 metres in some 
sections, from the Harbour View 
Round–About to the Airport Round–
About. Drainage facilities were also 
greatly improved.

Roselle Revetment,
St Thomas

Commenced: 2013
Completed: 2013
Project Cost: J$200M

Rock revetment works now affording 
protection on the St Thomas main road.

Blueberry Hill, Portland
Orange Bay, Portland
Annotto Bay, St. Mary

Commenced: 2013
Completed: 2013
Project Cost: J$11M

Providing Protection to roadways and 
properties.

FLOOD MITIGATION - GULLIES

Sandy Gully, and Tributaries
St Andrew

Commenced: 2012
Completed:  October 2013
Project Cost: J$3.48 Billion

Major repairs done on several critical 
sections of the Sandy Gully, thereby 
extending the life of the infrastructure 
and protecting life and property.

North Gully (Capital Heights) 
Green Pond, St James

Commenced: March 2013
Completed:  October 2013
Project Cost: J$27M

Widening of existing drain along 60 
metres of the most critical sections in 
order to increase capacity of channel.

Continued on  page 18
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Breakaway at Red Hills Road,  St Andrew

RETAINING WALLS

Location/Parish Project Duration; Cost Remarks

Nedhut Retaining Wall, St Andrew Commenced:  2013
Completed:  2013
Project Cost: J$14.8M

Construction of 
Retaining Walls - 
securing roadways 
and protecting against 
adverse weather effects.

Mount Ogle and Lawrence Tavern
St Andrew

Commenced: 2013
Completed:  2013
Project Cost: J$43M

Castleton, St Mary Commenced: 2013
Completed:  2013
Project Cost: J$28M

Allman Hill, (Rock Hall to Parks Road, 
St. Andrew)

Commenced: 2013
Completed:  2013
Project Cost: J$30M

Oberlin, St Andrew Commenced: 2012
Completed:  2013
Project Cost: J$33M

Buff Bay Valley, (Hollywell, Cascade, 
Regale)

Commenced: 2012
Completed:  2013
Project Cost: J$42M

Continued from  page 17
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Minister Buchanan looks at another breakaway in  South-Trelawny. 
This one along the Albert Town to Ulster Spring main road.

Minister Buchanan making a point to Regional Manager for the 
Western Region, Damion Towsend regarding this massive landslide 

that left the Stettinto Highgate Hall main road impassable in the 
Community of Wire Fence in Trelawny.

Dr. Guy pointing to the defective McGarth Bridge which is to be replaced soon.Dr. Morais Guy (left) and Minister Buchanan looking at a breakaway 
in Highgate, St. Mary. To his left is NWA officer, Edgar Llewelyn.

Minister Buchanan being joined by Member of Parliament for 
South-East St. Elizabeth, Hugh Buchanan as they look at the recently 

completed project to reconstruct the Black River Sea Wall.

Minister Buchanan on tour with Member of Parliament for Central 
Westmoreland, Hon. Roger Clarke. NWA officers (from left), Howard Ramsey, 

Damion Towsend, David Clarke and Varden Downer were also present.

Note: Minister Buchanan was on assignment as Minister of State for Works for  just over a month between October and November 2013.

On the roads with Minister Luther Buchanan and NWA CEO
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A vacationing American businessman standing on the pier of a quaint coastal 
fishing village in southern Mexico watched as a small boat with just one young 
Mexican fisherman pulled into the dock. Inside the small boat were several large 
yellowfin tuna. Enjoying the warmth of the early afternoon sun, the American 
complimented the Mexican on the quality of his fish. 

“How long did it take you to catch them?” the American casually asked. 
“Oh, a few hours,” the Mexican fisherman replied. 
“Why don’t you stay out longer and catch more fish?” the American businessman 
then asked. 
The Mexican warmly replied, “With this I have more than enough to support my 
family’s needs.” 
The businessman then became serious, “But what do you do with the rest of your 
time?” 

Responding with a smile, the Mexican fisherman answered, “I sleep late, play with 
my children, watch ballgames, and take siesta with my wife. Sometimes in the 
evenings I take a stroll into the village to see my friends, play the guitar, sing a few 
songs...” 

The American businessman impatiently interrupted, “Look, I have an MBA from 
Harvard, and I can help you to be more profitable. You can start by fishing several 
hours longer every day. You can then sell the extra fish you catch. With the extra 
money, you can buy a bigger boat. With the additional income that larger boat will 
bring, before long you can buy a second boat, then a third one, and so on, until you 
have an entire fleet of fishing boats.” 

Proud of his own sharp thinking, he excitedly elaborated a grand scheme which 
could bring even bigger profits, “Then, instead of selling your catch to a middleman 
you’ll be able to sell your fish directly to the processor, or even open your own 
cannery. Eventually, you could control the product, processing and distribution. 
You could leave this tiny coastal village and move to Mexico City, or possibly 
even Los Angeles or New York City, where you could even further expand your 
enterprise.” 

Having never thought of such things, the Mexican fisherman asked, “But how long 
will all this take?” 

After a rapid mental calculation, the Harvard MBA pronounced, “Probably about 
15-20 years, maybe less if you work really hard.” 

“And then what, señor?” asked the fisherman. 
“Why, that’s the best part!” answered the businessman with a laugh. “When the 
time is right, you would sell your company stock to the public and become very 
rich. You would make millions.” 
“Millions? Really? What would I do with it all?” asked the young fisherman in 
disbelief. 

The businessman boasted, “Then you could happily retire with all the money 
you’ve made. You could move to a quaint coastal fishing village where you could 
sleep late, play with your grandchildren, watch ballgames, and take siesta with 
your wife. You could stroll to the village in the evenings where you could play the 
guitar and sing with your friends all you want.”

The moral of the story is: Know what really matters in life, and you may find that 
it is already much closer than you think.             
http://www.weboflove.org/051230whatmattersinlife


