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Retaining Wall to Reconnect the Nedhut Community

The community of Nedhut is a hamlet nestled 
deep in the foothills of Dallas Mountain, east 
rural, St. Andrew. The cul-de-sac leading to the 
community is a parochial road that was cut off 
from the Dallas Mountain main road in 2008 
during the passage of Hurricane Gustav, the 
most destructive event of that year’s Atlantic 
Hurricane Season. There was additional 
damage to the roadway   in 2010 during the 
short lived Tropical Storm Nicole.

Motoring residents, over the period of disrepair 
were forced to park along the Dallas main road 
from where they trek daily, rain or shine, night 
and day, to the comfort of their homes tucked 
away beyond the treacherous terrain. Each has 
had to face this ordeal daily, during the past 
several years. The breakaway was so massive in 
sections that, it was difficult for two adults to 
pass along the narrow ledge comfortably. Not 
daunted by the circumstances many of these 
residents displayed the confidence that one day 
these difficulties would be a thing of the past.  
Many would tell you that, “the Lord helps those 
who help themselves”.  They got together and 
used old tyres to create a ‘roadway’ that was 
wider and safer than what was bequeathed to 
them by Gustav and Nicole. 

The appeals of residents to the NWA have 
had the desired response. In mid-August 
2013 construction of Gabion baskets began 
at the approximately twenty seven metres in 
length breakaway.  These baskets are being 
used to control erosion and retain the fill that 
will be used to replace the pavement that was 
lost. After six weeks of activities considerable 
progress has been made. The project has been 
hampered by continuous rainfall in the area. 
Despite the challenges, it is expected that this 
project will be completed within another three 
months.

Before long residents will be able to access 
their community in the manner that they were 
accustomed to prior, to the untimely, maybe 
even unwelcome visit of Gustav and Nicole.

The placement of Gabion baskets commencing reconstruction 
of the road  in Nedhut, St. Andrew

Break-a-way at Nedhut. Residents are forced to use the narrow track   
(right) in order to access their homes
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Waging War against the Bush on St. Ann Roads
Motorists should have a clearer view while travelling on over thirty roadways in the parish of St. Ann. This is possible as 
during the month of September 2013 there was a major de-bushing and drain cleaning programme, which sought to address 
overgrown trees and shrubbery which had made it difficult to traverse these roadways. The effort which was part of an 
Islandwide Routine Maintenance Emergency Mitigation Programme, saw approximately 34.5 kilometres of roadway across 
St. Ann cleared of bushes and overhang. In addition, approximately 92 cubic metres of drains were cleaned, also in an effort 
to mitigate flooding, associated with flood rains.

This type of mitigation programme is usally implemented periodically, as necessary, and this particular programme came 
about at a time when complaints were mounting about overgrown shrubbery along major thoroughfares in the parish. For 
many months prior to this clean-up, persons had voiced concern about their safety while travelling, especially on roads that 
are unlit or, at most, poorly lit. The issues were further compounded by sparse but intermittent rainfall which contributed to 
the undergrowth, which further blocked drains and reduced the visibility of road users. 

The programme which was implemented in early September and lasted approximately four weeks, was done at a cost of over 
$3.67 million.

A drain along the Moneague to Green Park main road, St. Ann, before and after being cleaned

The Dry Harbour to Bamboo road, St. Ann after bushing works
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The Legal Services Unit – looking out for the NWA’s 
interest.. protecting your investments 
“Man perfected by society is the best of all animals; he is the 
most terrible of all when he lives without law, and without 
justice.” Aristotle

The National Works Agency (NWA) being a creature of the 
law, having been established through the Executive Agency’s 
Act, subscribe to this view, as stated by Aristotle. The 
Agency’s subscription to the view is manifested through the 
services provided by the Legal Services Unit with a team of 
four dedicated professionals. The two main responsibilities 
of the Unit are:

1.	� To ensure that all legal transactions are executed and 
all legal issues determined in keeping with the Laws 
of Jamaica and the policies of the NWA; and

2.	� To provide a working legal guide to all internal 
Departments of the NWA as it relates to, or impacts  
the functions they invariably perform.

To satisfy these broad goals the Unit performs a number of 
functions. These include:
1.	� Advising the Agency on its statutory responsibilities 

and functions.
2.	� Conducting research and providing opinions on 

matters concerning the Agency, both internally and 
externally.

3.	 Conducting Land Acquisitions.
4.	 Providing Contract vetting and drafting services.
5.	� Handling claims relating to property damage, 

personal injury, and damage to street furniture 
(traffic lights, bridges, etc.).

6.	� Referring matters to the Attorney General’s 
Chambers for advice, and where necessary, for the 
commencement of court proceedings.

The Unit is headed by Brandie Anderson who is supported 
by Legal Officer Kimone Tennant, Legal Assistant, Kemar 
Wilson and Para-legal Clerk, Robert Dicks. 

BRANDIE ANDERSON- 
LEGAL MANAGER 
Brandie Anderson hails from the city 
of Montego Bay in the parish of Saint 
James. She is a past student of the Mount 
Alvernia High School, the Westwood 

High School for girls and the Montego Bay Community 
College.

At the end of her education journey at the Montego Bay 
Community College, Ms. Anderson was accepted directly 
into the University of the West Indies where she obtained 
a Bachelor of Law Degree, with Honours. Thereafter, she 
obtained a Legal Education Certificate from the Norman 
Manley Law School and was admitted to practice law in 
Jamaica in 2002. In addition, she has completed various 
professional training including a Certificate in Mediation at 
the Dispute Resolution Foundation; and Procurement Law 
Intensive Course.

After leaving the Norman Manley Law School, she worked 
as an Associate Attorney in the firm of Raphael Codlin & 
Company. Then, with less than a year in practice she set a 
Jamaican record of being the only Jamaican to appear in 
eight (8) cases in the United Kingdom Privy Council, with 
Mr. Raphael Codlin on behalf of the firm.

Ms. Anderson has been involved in civil litigation. Her 
primary areas of practice were in contract law, the recovery 
of debt, company law, sales, division and transfer of property, 
administration of estates, divorce and other matrimonial 
related proceedings. 

She has also lectured Law at the Montego Bay Community 
College and the Para-legal Training Institute. Miss Anderson 
also worked at the National Land Agency (NLA).   While 
at NLA Miss Anderson was employed as a Legal Officer in 
the Corporate Legal Services Division in several specialized 
areas including General Legal Services, Land Settlement 
Unit, Highway 2000 Project and the Probate Unit.

Ms. Anderson joined the NWA on June 1, 2012 in the 
capacity of Manager, Legal Services.  In the role of Legal 
Services Manager Miss Anderson has responsibility for the 
Legal Services Unit and is at the helm of providing legal 

advice and solutions to the Agency on a 
wide range of issues.

KIMONE TENNANT- 
LEGAL OFFICER
Kimone A. Tennant was called to the 
Bar of England and Wales in 2007, and 

Continued on Page  18
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The Agualta Vale Roundabout in St. Mary renamed: 
The Robert Schuman Roundabout
The Agualta Vale Roundabout, in Agualta Vale St Mary, was constructed in 2008, as part of major road improvement works 
undertaken in St. Mary, under Segment 3 of the Northern Coastal Highway Improvement Project (NCHIP). This project 
was implemented and completed by the Government of Jamaica, through funding from the European Union and covered 96 
kilometres of roadway from Ocho Rios in St. Ann, to Port Antonio in Portland. 

In recognition of the valuable assistance extended by the European Union (EU) to Jamaica and as a token of appreciation by 
the Government of Jamaica, to the EU, the Agualta Vale Roundabout has been renamed the Robert Schuman Roundabout. 

Of course, the burning question may be: “Who is Robert Schuman?” Here is what the European Union has to say about 
Robert Schuman.

Robert Schuman (1886-1963) is regarded as one of the founding fathers of the 
European Union. Twice Prime Minister of France, a reformist Minister of Finance and 
a Foreign Minister, he was instrumental in building post-war European and trans-
Atlantic institutions. An internationalist by experience and conviction, Schuman was 
a visionary and a realist. His speeches and writings have had a lasting influence on 
European integration.
 
His convictions are well represented in the so-called ‘Schuman Declaration’ of 9th 
May 1950 in Paris, a date that we still celebrate as European Union Day. In this 
declaration, he proposed to Germany and the rest of the European countries to work 
together towards a merger of their economic interests. 
 
In his Declaration, Robert Schuman particularly proposed the joint control through 
a supranational authority of coal and steel production, the most important materials 
for the armaments industry. The basic idea was that whoever did not have control 

over coal and steel production would not be able to fight a war. This cooperation was to be designed in such a way as to 
create common interests between European countries which would lead to gradual political integration, a condition for the 
pacification of relations between them. His conviction was that in an economically united Europe, war would become ‘not 
merely unthinkable, but materially impossible’.
 
Within one year, on 18th April 1951, the six founding members 
of the European Union: Germany, France, Netherlands, 
Belgium, Italy and Luxembourg signed the Treaty of Paris, 
which created the European Coal and Steel Community 
- Europe’s first supranational Community. This ground-
breaking organisation paved the way for the European 
Economic Community, the nuclear non-proliferation 
Community (Euratom), and finally the European Union as 
it is known today. 

The supranational structure that Robert Schuman envisioned 
in his Declaration has been the foundation of the peace 
that has been lasting between the Member States of the 
European Union since World War II, and which contributed 
to the prosperous economic and social development of their 
citizens, today totalling over half a billion people.

Picture of the new sign indicating the Robert Schuman Roundabout 
in Agualta Vale, St Mary.

Robert Schuman …The Architect of the 

European Integration Project
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From Left to Right:  At the podium - 
Chairperson, Mrs Audrey Sewell, JP, 

Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of 
Transport, Works and Housing (MTW&H), 

giving the opening speech at the Official 
Ceremony to mark the Renaming of the 
Agualta Vale Roundabout, to the Robert 

Schuman Roundabout;  Seated at the Head 
Table -  Honourable Robert Pottinger, 

former Custos  Rotolorum of St Mary; Her 
Excellency Paola Amadei, Ambassador/

Head of Delegation of the European Union, 
Jamaica; Dr the Honourable Omar Davies, 

MP, Minister of MTW&H; Senator the 
Honourable Arnold J. Nicholson, QC, 

Minister of Foreign Affairs and Foreign 
Trade; His Worship, Councillor Levan 

Freeman, Mayor of Port Maria; Mr Karl 
Samuda, MP, Opposition Spokesman 

for Works in the MTW&H; Mr Charles 
Johnston, Chairman, Jamaica 

Producers Limited.

Delegates from the European Union, Jamaica, 
at the Official Ceremony to mark the Renaming of the Agualta Vale 

Roundabout, in Agualta Vale, St Mary, to the 
Robert Shuman Roundabout.

The Commemorative Plaque, erected within the Roundabout, was 
unveiled by the Minister of Transport, Works and Housing, Dr the 
Honourable Omar Davies, MP (2nd Right). Permanent Secretary, 

Mrs. Audrey Sewell (Right) also shared in the moment.

In honour of his pioneering work towards a united Europe, 
the district housing the headquarters of several European 
Union institutions in Brussels is named after him along with 
a major roundabout bearing his name located at the heart of 
the Schuman District. 

 (Submitted: Representatives of the European Union, Jamaica)

Here in Jamaica, The Robert Schuman Roundabout, in 
Agualta Vale, St Mary, located approximately midway en 
route Ocho Rios to Port Antonio, now bears the identifier 
shown on previous page.

RENAMING CEREMONY
On Tuesday, May 9, 2013, an official Ceremony to mark the 
renaming of the Agualta Vale Roundabout, to the Robert 
Schuman Roundabout, was held at the Roundabout in 
Agualta Vale, St Mary.

A Commemorative Plaque, erected within the Roundabout, 
was also unveiled at that time, by the Minister of Transport, 
Works and Housing, Dr the Honourable Omar Davies, MP.
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subsequently admitted to practice in Jamaica in 2009. She 
has experience in Employment Law and civil litigation.

Ms. Tennant’s professional affiliations include the Honourable 
Society of Lincoln’s Inn and the Jamaica Bar Association. She 
holds a Bachelor of Science Degree from the University of 
the West Indies, and Master of Laws from City University in 
London, England.

SHANTI BADALOO 
- LEGAL OFFICER
Shanti Badaloo is the newest member of 
the Legal Services Unit having joined the 
Agency in October of this year. 

Shanti graduated from the University 
of the West Indies and the University 

of Wolverhampton with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in 
Philosophy and Political Science and Bachelor of Laws 
Degree respectively, both with honours. 

Shanti is the holder of a Legal Education Certificate from the 
Norman Manley Law School from which she graduated in 
2010. In that year, she was also called to the Jamaican Bar.

Prior to joining the Legal Services Unit, Shanti spent three 
years at  a private firm where her practice covered a range 
of commercial  and real estate matters including building 
contracts, real estate development, company formation and 
the preparation and registration of mortgages. 

Shanti has been trained in mediation. She is an avid reader 

and has contributed to legal articles including the World Bank 
Publication “Women, Business and the Law”. She also enjoys 
travelling, classical dance and black and white photography.

KEMAR WILSON
- LEGAL ASSISTANT
Kemar O. Wilson’s experiences spans 
several organizations including the 
Jamaica Defence Force, the Court of 
Appeal of Jamaica, the Office of Titles, the 
Electoral Office of Jamaica, the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Fisheries and the law 

offices of Crafton Miller & Company and Williams, McKoy & 
Palmer.  Mr. Wilson joined the Legal Services Unit at NWA, 
in the capacity of Legal Assistant, in August 2013. 

He is a distinguished Wolmerian and a past student of the 
University of Technology, Jamaica where he read for and 
acquired a Bachelor of Laws Degree with honours. Kemar 
is also an aspiring Attorney-at-Law, with a knack for 
volunteering his time for charitable work.

ROBERT DICKS
- PARA-LEGAL CLERK
Robert Dicks works in the Unit as the 
Para-Legal Clerk. He is the longest serving 
member of the Unit. Mr. Dicks has a 
wealth of knowledge about transactions 
dealing with the Registration of Titles 
Act. He is a good resource person and 

assists with all matters within the Unit.

Legal Services Unit Continued from Page  15

Enfield main road officially opened!  

State Minister for Transport, Works, and Housing, Honourable 
Richard Azan cutting the ribbon jointly with a child from the 
community of Enfield, St. Mary. The Minister was on hand to 

officially reopen the rehabilitated road. 
Sharing in the historic moment are (from left) NWA - CEO, E.G. 

Hunter; Member of Parliament for South-East St. Mary, Dr. Winston 
Green; Manager, Communication and Customer Services at the 

NWA, Stephen Shaw; Managing Director of Dwight’s Construction, 
Benton Woodbine; and Project Manager, NWA, Edwin McCoy. 

The project was the last of a three stage approach by the NWA, valued 
at nearly $200 million, to deal with severe infrastructural problems in 
the mostly farming village. A new bridge has been built, replacing the 

defective Dry River Bridge that was closed 
for some time. Additionally, significant river training work was 

also undertaken within two sections of the Dry River, where 
significant erosion had left a section of the road impassable 

and threatened several families in another.
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On the roads with Minister Azan and NWA CEO

Minister Azan testing the Kintyre Bridge during its construction

Minister Azan standing with NWA team members and City Engineer, at the KSAC, Norman Shand (right) on the Halls Green Bridge in St. Andrew.
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Guava is a tropical fruit, 
cultivated mainly in the Asian 
countries. It is quite similar in 
shape to pear and has a rind that 
is green in color and changes 
to yellow when it becomes over-ripe. Inside the rind, which is 
consumed along with the fruit and not peeled, there is flesh that is 
either white or pinkish/reddish in color. More often than not, you 
can find lots of small hard seeds enveloping the soft and sweet pulp 
of the fruit. Guava is quite rich in Vitamin C, maybe even more than 
orange, apart from a number of other vitamins and minerals.  

 Health & Nutrition Benefits of Eating Guava

• �Guava is a very good source of vitamins, fibers as well as minerals.
• �Being rich in Vitamin C; guava is effective in treating male infertility 

caused by sperm clumping, adhesion and other abnormalities. 
• �Guava has been associated with healing of wounds, when applied 

externally.
• �Guava has general haemostatic properties and can be used for 

treating bleeding nose, gums and minor internal hemorrhaging.
• �Guava helps cure dysentery, by inhibiting microbial growth and 

removing extra mucus from the intestines.
• �Guava helps the body in combating free radicals produced during 

metabolism and aids in preventing age-related chronic diseases, 
such as Alzheimer’s, cataract and rheumatoid arthritis. 

• �Guava is one of the richest sources of dietary fiber and thus, is 
good for those suffering from constipation.

• �Guava strengthens and tones up the digestive system and even 
disinfects the same.

• �Guava, having high content of roughage, no cholesterol & less 
digestible carbohydrates, is good for those trying to lose weight.

• �Guavas can improve the texture of skin and help avoid skin 
problems. For the purpose, you can either eat it raw or make wash 
your skin with a decoction of its immature fruits and leaves.

• �Juice of raw and immature guavas or decoction of guava-leaves is 
known to bring relief in cough and cold.

• �Researches have shown that guava is pretty effective in preventing 
cancer and even heart diseases in people.

• �The presence of complex carbohydrates and dietary fibers in guava 
makes it effective in lowering cholesterol and blood sugar levels.

• �The presence of Vitamin C and other phytonutrients, such as 
caretenoids, isoffavonoids and polyphenols, in guava has led to it 
being an effective antioxidant.

Read more: http://www.unp.me/f150/benefits-of-guava 51600/#ixzz2ieQadx7Q

Guava


